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Kacie Paxton, Public Information Officer, 228-6605

For Immediate Release
This brief provides an update on information from the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and its
partner agencies.
COVID-19 Case Count Update
The total number of positive cases of COVID-19 in Ketchikan remains at sixteen (16).

Ketchikan COVID-19 Case Count by Category

Travel-Related
Total by category

Total

Non-Travel
Related

2

Ketchikan COVID-19
Case Count by Date
Date
# Cases
3/17/2020
1
3/19/2020
1
3/20/2020
1
3/21/2020
3
3/24/2020
3
3/25/2020
2
3/26/2020
1
3/28/2020
1
4/1/2020
1
4/11/2020
1
4/20/2020
1
16

Travel/Contact
Close Contact to
Under
Positive Case
Investigation
1

13

Total Cases

0

16

Ketchikan COVID-19 Case
Recovery Information
16 of the 16 cases have recovered and are no longer
being monitored by Public Health.
Criteria for release from monitoring/isolation:




At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since
recovery defined as resolution of fever without
the use of fever-reducing
medications and improvement in respiratory
symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and,
At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first
appeared.
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COVID-19 Testing Update
Tests Conducted
1574

Positive Results
16

If you experience any symptoms of
COVID-19, contact your regular provider or
our testing hotline at
247-TEST (8378)

Negative Results
1395

Pending Results
163

Testing capacity:
Current Test kits:
Test kits on order:

2,057
10,000

Ketchikan Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Inventory
Ketchikan currently has the following PPE equipment available, with additional equipment on order:
Current Inventory
N95 Masks (ea)
Surgical Masks (ea)
Masks with Face Shields
Goggles (ea)
Exam Gloves (bx 100)
Gowns (ea)
Gowns heavy duty (ea)
Gowns Kit, full isolation
Hoods
PAPR (ea)
PAPR Hoods (ea)
Hand Sanitizer (4oz bottle)
Hand Sanitizer (8oz bottle)
Hand Sanitizer (16oz pump)
Hand Sanitizer pump bottle
Alcohol Prep Pads (ea)
Sanitation Wipes (containers)
Cloth face masks
Face Shields
Thermometers

Quantity
1589
48275
1653
103
1003
2359
3
4
16
32
105
1789
80
0
12
24238
377
20
498
11
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EOC Sets Up COVID-19 Testing Site for Arriving Out of State Travelers
In response to the updates to Alaska Health Mandate 10, the EOC has set up a COVID-19 testing site
at the airport parking lot on the Ketchikan side to be able to test passengers arriving from out of
state. The testing will be provided to travelers entering Alaska, whether by plane or boat.
Health Mandate 10.1 [interstate and international travel requirements] will be effective at 12:01 a.m.
on June 6, 2020. All persons entering Alaska from another state or country must:
 Complete a Traveler Declaration Form,
AND One of the following options:
1. Arrive with a negative COVID-19 PCR test taken within the last 72 hours and present
results upon arrival.
2. Arrive with a negative COVID-19 PCR test taken within 5 days before departure to Alaska;
obtain a second COVID-19 PCR test when you arrive in Alaska, and minimize interactions
until the second test result is received and that test is also negative;
3. Participate in a COVID-19 PCR test when you arrive in Alaska, and self-quarantine until
negative results arrive; or
4. Self-quarantine for 14 days at your expense or the duration of your trip whichever is
shorter.
5. If you are an essential worker: Follow the work plan that your employer filed with the
State of Alaska.
6. If you have previously had COVID-19 at least three weeks prior to travel to Alaska; are
asymptomatic; and have a medical provider’s note of recovery, you do not have to be retested or self-quarantine.
7. Alaska residents who travel out of state for five days or less are not required to be tested
before leaving or prior to returning to Alaska and nay choose to follow Option 3 or 4
above.
Health Mandate 10.1 and additional information for travelers is available at:
https://covid19.alaska.gov/travelers/
Why was the Ketchikan side of the airport ferry parking lot selected instead of the airport?
The mandate requires a quarantine or a negative COVID-19 test for all travelers entering Alaska,
regardless of the mode of transportation. As such, the EOC will be providing testing to any
passenger arriving from out of state, whether by plane or boat. While we understand that it may be
more convenient for some travelers for testing to be provided at the airport itself, we sought a
location that would be accessible to the wide variety of ways that individuals arrive into Ketchikan.
We also took into consideration the space needed in order to safely set up a testing center. The
airport terminal building and the surrounding area of the airport terminal have space limitations.
With the opening of Alaska, we anticipate that there will soon be additional private and commercial
planes and vessels coming up from the lower 48. According to the AMHS website, the ferry from
Bellingham is scheduled to resume trips to Ketchikan on June 29th. The Ketchikan side of the airport
ferry parking lot is a location that is centrally located in Ketchikan, is accessible to all of these
incoming passengers, and has the adequate space needed for a safe testing site.
How will the Ketchikan testing site work?
For the first weekend of operation, there will be two separate shifts of operation: from 7:30 a.m. to
10:30 a.m. and again from 4:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
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Individuals serving as greeters, screeners, and test collectors will be onsite to coordinate with the
arrival of each incoming northbound commercial aircraft.
The greeters will provide general information to incoming passengers about the requirements of the
travel mandate, the traveler declaration form, and provide general information. The screeners will
collect travel declaration forms and ask specific questions regarding whether the traveler has already
obtained a negative PCR COVID-19 test, would like to obtain a test through the clinic, or would like
to self-quarantine for 14 days. Once the choice of the traveler is determined, the screener will assist
the traveler with the necessary paperwork. If the traveler opts to participate in the testing clinic, a
consent form will be provided and the passenger will go on to the test site. The test collectors, who
are local health care providers, will administer the test and ensure that the necessary paperwork and
follow-up information has been received.
Following the test collection, the health care providers will properly attend to the chain of custody of
the test samples and process the samples for transport to the testing laboratory. The test results will
be provided to the health care provider, who will then contact the patient with the results. If it is the
first test that the traveler has taken, travelers will be advised to self-quarantine until test results are
received.
Each out of state traveler who plans to stay in Alaska for more than seven days will be issued a
voucher for a follow-up COVID-19 test to be conducted 7-14 days after arrival. Travelers seeking a
follow-up test will be advised to minimize interactions until the second test result is received and
that test is also negative.
Is there a cost for the test?
No, there is no cost to the traveler for the tests conducted at the Ketchikan EOC testing site.
When will the test results be available?
The test sample will be collected by a health care professional using a nasopharengeal, nasal, or oral
swab. The collection samples will be sent by aircraft to a laboratory in Seattle. Our target is for results
to be provided within 24 hours of being tested. However, with the new process in place it could take
as long as 72 hours for results to be provided until any bugs have been worked out of the process.
Individuals will be notified of results via telephone call from a health care provider when results have
been received.
Weekly Free Drive-Up Clinic Scheduled for Each Wednesday and Thursday
In addition to the daily testing site at the airport for arriving passengers, the EOC will continue to
provide a weekly drive-up testing clinic. We had another good turnout for this week’s drive-up
testing clinic, with 116 individuals participating on June 3 and 4. Each person tested will receive
notification from a health care provider with the test results—either positive or negative—as soon as
the results are received.
The free drive-up clinic will be provided each Wednesday and Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Berth 3. The weekly drive-up testing clinic will be offered to anyone with symptoms of COVID-19,
and is also open to certain asymptomatic individuals, including: those who have health conditions;
are age 65 or older; health care workers or care providers; first responders; or those who have
recently traveled.
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Hand Sanitizer Refill Stations are Ongoing
Our hand sanitizer refill stations continue to be available to the public at the following locations:
 Ketchikan City Hall
 Ketchikan Ports and Harbors building
 Ketchikan Police Department
 KPU Customer Service in the Plaza
 KGB White Cliff Building
 Gateway Recreation Center
 Saxman IRA Building; 2706 South Tongass Hwy
 North Tongass Fire Department Station 8 (Mile 13 North Tongass Hwy)
Information on the EOC’s response to COVID-19 in Ketchikan is updated daily on the COVID-19
Response page at https://www.kgbak.us/913/COVID-19-Response.
Additional current information is available on the State of Alaska’s website at
www.covid19.alaska.gov.
#ketchikanstayhealthy #staystrongketchikan #stepsforahealthycommunity
###

